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Hillwood Estate Museum & 
Gardens, the Georgian-style 
mansion, designed by John Deibert 
in 1926, was originally built for 
Mrs. Henry Parsons Erwin. After 
purchasing Hillwood, Marjorie 
Merriweather Post hired the 
New York architect Alexander 
McIlvaine to redesign and expand the old mansion completely so that 
visitors could view her by-now extensive collections with greater ease. 

In renovating the mansion and gardens in the 1950s, Mrs. Post 
was reviving a forty-year-old practice of estate building now known 
as the American country house tradition. Architectural historian 
Richard Guy Wilson has described this tradition as one created by 
wealthy Americans between 1880 and 1930, who, during that period, 
commissioned large houses for escape and relaxation on relatively 
limited tracts of land near major urban centers. Such homes were 
in the country, but remained close enough to cities to afford an easy 
commute. Indeed, in the 1920s, the property would have been a rural 
suburb of Washington. The house at Hillwood, like many other 
examples of this tradition, includes many spacious areas such as 
a grand entrance, large libraries, and a pavilion in which guests 
could dance or watch movies. The estate also offers many outlets for 
outdoor pleasures and sport. So, such houses had to be surrounded 
by formal and informal gardens. At Hillwood, guests could wander 
among the azaleas or hone their golfing skills on the putting green. 
For the owner and visitors, the estate was to be a site where they 
could enjoy sophisticated urban pleasures within a peaceful and 
inviting setting. 

The magnificent gothic National 
Cathedral is a convening place 
for important national and church 
events, a beacon of reconciliation 
to the world, and a great source of 
cultural and educational program-
ming for tens of thousands. It is 
also a spiritual resource for our 

nation: a great and beautiful edifice in the city of Washington, an 
indispensable ministry for people of all faiths and perspectives, and a 
sacred place for our country in times of celebration, crisis, and sorrow.

The price for this two day trip is $699.00/person 
(double occupancy) or $849.00 single (limited) and includes: 
•	 Round-trip non-stop airfare on Frontier Airlines 
•	 One night stay at the 5 star Omni Shoreham Hotel 
•	 Bus transportation including airport transfers 
•	 All museum and other venue admissions 
	 (including private touring to Hillwood and the Cathedral along 		
	 with two other surprise destinations) 
•	 Breakfast at the hotel & lunch at Hillwood Estate 
•	 A donation to the Joslyn Castle Trust 
•	 Escort from Omaha as tour guide

There will be a couple of wonderful fun surprises, too! For more 
information or to sign up for the trip, please contact Polo at the 
Joslyn Castle Trust, 402.595.1065. Sign up by June 15, 2011 
at www.jolyncastle.com.

Trip coordinated by Deb Covert, Linda Andersen and Sally Lusk

Don’t miss the next Scotch Tasting at the 
 Joslyn Castle. Once again, Monique Huston, now with the 

support of Spirit World, will choose very special single 
malt scotches for you to enjoy. You will try sips of several 

seldom-served scotches as you listen to Monique 
explain why they taste the way they do. Walk-ins welcome!

Thursday, May 5th, 2011, 7 pm  •  $60 per Person

RSVP to Joslyn Castle Trust • 3902 Davenport Street • Omaha, NE 68131 • 402.595.2199
Make checks payable to Joslyn Castle Trust. Reservations and credit card payment can be 
made by visiting our website at  www.joslyncastle.com 

Imagine
Your Corporate 

Event at the
Joslyn Castle

Contact Jo Evon
402.595.3209

Architectural Tour 

Washington D.C. – October 11 & 12, 2011   

Join us this October as we visit two beautiful historic structures in two days: Hillwood House, the 
Marjorie Merriweather Post Home overlooking Rock Creek Park; and the Washington National Cathedral.
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Joslyn Castle Trust presented its inaugural Chamber Music Series 
with a concert on Tuesday, March 15, 2011 at Joslyn Castle located at 
3902 Davenport Street. Upcoming concerts are scheduled for April 
19 and May 16. The music begins at 7:00 pm with a pre-concert 
lecture at 6:30 pm.

The Joslyn Castle is now home for the 
Joslyn Castle Consort, a group of world-
class musicians, most of whom play with 
the Omaha Symphony, performing great 
classical music. The Joslyn Castle 
Consort is a band of musicians presenting 
an incredible wealth of music in the most 
meaningful and intimate of settings, not 
unlike when George and Sarah Joslyn 
themselves entertained at the Castle.

An evening with the Joslyn Castle 
Consort will surely prove to be an 
unforgettable event. Come and experience 
a unique presentation that goes far beyond 
that of a typical concert. Arrive early 
and enjoy a glass of wine, meet and make 
friends, and converse with the Consort 
musicians. Before the performance begins, 
take part in a pre-concert discussion regarding the night’s program and 
learn something new and interesting. Find a seat and experience, up 
close, the finest musicians performing art music at the highest level.

Enjoy a Castle tour during intermission and be amazed at the 
history and beauty that it possesses. At the conclusion of the concert 
you’re invited to the Castle Ballroom to finish the evening with good 
friends and conversation...all in the dazzling atmosphere that can only 
be found at Omaha’s Joslyn Castle.

The inaugural concert featured small group chamber selections by 
Ludwig van Beethoven, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Axel 
Borup-Jørgensen.

The Joslyn Castle Consort players for the inagural concert included 
Leslie Fagan, Flute; Sandy Rock, Oboe; John 
Klinghammer, Clarinet; Adam Trussell, Bas-
soon; Jason DeWater, Horn; Scott Quack-
enbush, Trumpet; Carl Eitzen, Trumpet; 
Patrick Pfister, Trombone; Craig Fuller, 
Tuba; Melissa Pruss, Violin; Margo Romig-
Motycka, Viola; and Margaret Wilmeth, 
Cello. 

April’s concert features works by Beethoven, 
Haydn and Mozart. The Consort players for 
the April concert include Consort Roster: 
Alexandra Rock, oboe; Brian Greene, oboe; 
Carmelo Galante, clarinet; Louis DeMartino, 
clarinet; James Compton, bassoon; Adam 
Trussell, bassoon; Jason DeWater, horn; Lau-
rence Siegler, horn; Katherine DeWater, horn.

“An Evening with the Joslyn Castle Consort will entertain guests 
with beautiful music in the majestic setting of the Joslyn Castle.” says 
Nano Little, executive director of Joslyn Castle Trust. 

Tickets are $25 for general admission and $20 for Joslyn Castle Trust 
Members. Seating is limited and advanced reservations are necessary. 
Purchase tickets online at www.joslyncastle.com or by calling 
(402) 595-2199. Checks may also be sent to Joslyn Castle Trust, 
3902 Davenport Street, Omaha, NE 68131.

JCT announces new Classical Chamber Music Series

Joslyns’  Painting 
      travels to great     museums

John George Brown 
(American, 1831–1913), 
The Card Trick, ca. 
1891–92, oil on canvas, 
Gift of the Estate of Mrs. 
Sarah Joslyn, 1944.14

Joslyn Art Museum’s 
collection is not only 
known and admired 

by those in Omaha who consider the museum their own, but is 
respected by institutions worldwide. A quick look at the itinerary of 
its most popular works over the past years would make even the most 
seasoned traveler jealous — requested for over three dozen exhibi-
tions, objects from the Joslyn collection have toured from coast to 

coast as well as to Europe. Joslyn Treasures: Well Traveled and  
Rarely Seen (on display through August 28, 2011) reunites these 
familiar and important favorites with highlights from the vaults to 
showcase forty works from antiquity through the twentieth century.

While the works on loan from Joslyn Art Museum range from Titian 
to Sargent, there is one piece that is close to the heart of the Joslyn 
Castle. John George Brown’s The Card Trick, ca. 1891-92. This 
painting was part of the exhibition American Stories: The Painting 
of Everyday Life: 1765-1915 at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and 
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. The piece originally hung 
in the Library room of Lynhurst, the Joslyn Castle. Sarah’s legacy of 
the Joslyn Museum (a memorial tribute to her late husband, George), 
her home (the Joslyn Castle) and even her possessions (The Card 
Trick) live on confirming the impact the Joslyns had on Omaha – 
even today. 

As Joslyn Treasures celebrates the remarkable strength and richness 
of the Joslyn Art Museum’s collection, so the Castle itself is a tribute 
to the Joslyns’ historic heritage; we hope you will visit both the 
Museum and the Castle to discover treasures old and new.
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“Romance at the Castle: The Brontes”, a month-long 
celebration and study of the Bronte sisters will take place 
this July 2011. Many of the Bronte works revolve around 
castle life on the Moors. The Joslyn Castle is the 
perfect spot for this literary reflection.  

July at the Joslyn Castle promises to be a thorough 
exploration of the lives, world and literature of the 
famous literary Bronte family through lectures, 

readings, film screenings and the presentation of a 
play called “Bronte” presented by local actress, 
Jill Anderson.  

Locking into the recent resurgence of 
interest in the Brontes as evidenced in the new 
and highly acclaimed film version of “Jane 
Eyre”, we would hope to contextualize the 
lives of this  remarkable family, convey the 
importance of the sisters as feminists in 
their time, explore their passions, humor, 
courage, resilience and intellectual genius, 
paint a vivid picture of the iconic setting 
of their lives: the desolate and windswept 

Yorkshire heath, and bring to life their unique and beautiful 
literature.  

This month-long series will educate as well as entertain and 
fascinate participants.  With the gothic setting of North 
England as the backdrop of the Brontes’ lives and stories, we 
think the Joslyn Castle is a perfect place for this festival.  The 
ambiance and romance of the Castle will lend itself well to 
the project.

	P lan on attending the following: 
	 (details at joslyncastle.com)

Drama: William Luce’s one-woman play, “Bronte” 
presented by Jill Anderson
Readings: readings and discussion of selections from “Jane 
Eyre”, “Wuthering Heights”, “Villette” and the Bronte 
sisters’ poetry
Lectures: presentations and slides about the village the 
Brontes lived in, the costume of the period, their region 
of England, & more.
Movie Nights: screenings and discussion of some of the 
film versions of Bronte novels

Romance at the Castle: The Brontes

Sponsored by Loveland Garden Club   |   Hosted by Joslyn Castle Trust
Joslyn Castle  n  3902 Davenport Street  n  Omaha, Nebraska 68131  n 402.595.2199

The public is invited to Joslyn Castle for an afternoon
of Free Lectures on Oak Trees

— as it hosts the —

O!Oaks Project
A ReTree Nebraska Project

April 15, 2011
Joslyn Castle   |   3902 Davenport

Loveland Garden Club’s city wide initiative to promote the planting and education 

about oaks in Omaha.  See and hear why you need to know about the importance  

of and potential for this underutilized species—

the Mighty Oak.
Come for an hour or come for the afternoon.  You will be fascinated to see and hear 

what is happening and what you can do to diversify the tree canopy of Omaha.

kick off

    Easter

Brunch
     Sunday, April 24
 

Mothers Day 

               Brunch
Sunday, May 8

Two Seatings: 10:30am & 1:00pm

Make your holiday plans and enjoy brunch 
in a marvelous historic setting. Bring the entire family 

to the Joslyn Castle and choose from a delightful 
buffet menu selection.

Reservations are required. 
$25 per person. Cash Bar Available. 

Menu on website.

Purchase tickets at www.joslyncastle.com 
or call 402.595.2199. 
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Join three UNO authors as they share 
information about their new books at 
the Joslyn Castle on Thursday, May 5 
at 6:00 pm in the Castle Ballroom. This 
evening is part of the Joslyn Castle’ s 
History Lives educational series and 
is Free to all guests. Refreshments will 
follow. 

Hugh Reilly, a native of Omaha, is 
currently an Associate Professor at 
UNO where he teaches courses in 
advertising, public relations, speech and 
creative writing. Reilly will read from 
Bound to be Blood: Frontier Newspapers 
and the Plains Indian Wars. Emphasiz-
ing eyewitness accounts, the book focuses 
on eight watershed events between 1862 
and 1891 including  the Battle of the 
Little Big Horn, the Trial of Standing 
Bear, and the Massacre at Wounded 
Knee in 1890. 

Michael L. Tate is Chair of Graduate 
Studies in UNO’s History department.
Dr. Tate will discuss his book Indians 
and Emigrants: Encounters on the 
Overland Trails which dispels timeworn 
Army stereotypes and shows that the 
frontier army was much more – 
conducting explorations, compiling 
scientific and artistic records, 
buiding roads and improving river 
transportation. 

Kenneth Flint is the author of sixteen 
published novels with subjects based 
mostly in the history and folklore of 
Britain, America, and Ireland, including 
his best-selling Sidhe trilogy. Ken will 
read from his new book, Fort Atkinson. 
The fort was once the country’s largest 
fortress beyond the Missouri. Its garrison 
protected America’s interests and the 
burgeoning fur trade, provided a base 
camp for explorations. This book tells 
the story of how that lost fortress was 
restored to become the major historical 
park it is today.

UNO Authors open 
up their Books

The Peter Kiewit Foundation is matching
all 2011 donations



Ms. Linda Hopp
Ms. Elizabeth Ann Hosford
Dr. & Mrs. Tom Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Howe
Ms. Jane Huerter-Weekley
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Huff
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Larry Jacobsen
Jay Moore Landscaping, 
	 Mr. Jay Moore*
Mr. Richard Jeffries
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Jeffus
Mrs. Thomas Jetton
Mr. & Mrs. Rod Jewell
Ms. Mary Jochim & Mr. John Dee
Mr. & Mrs. William Johnson
Mr. Donald Johnson
Mr. Gilbert Johnson
Ms. Ebba Johnson
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JCT 2010 Ownership 
Campaign
Linda Andersen
Anonymous
Harold & Marian Andersen
Melvin and Mary Ann Beckman
Kathleen Best
BlueStem Prairie Foundation
Gary and Elizabeth Bowen
Ms. Linda Cheatham
Frank Comisar -  
	 The Schemmer Associates
Ronald and Meri Crampton
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Dann
Roger Fitch
Aaron Ferer & Sons / Frances Stein
Carol Gendler
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Gross
Gross Family Foundation
Mark Guilliatt
Mr. and Mrs. George Haecker
Geof and Connie Heiden
Steven and Annette Huff
Robert and Lorraine Jeffus
Mary Jochim
Carter and Vernie Jones
John and Hani Kenefick
George Kleine
Legacy Preservation, LLC 
	 Bob Mundy, Jim Fogarty, 
	 David Harding
David and Denise Levy
Doug and Nano Little
Rex and Patricia Lucke
Graham and Sally Lusk
Bob and Carol Lynch
Mrs. Allan Mactier
Steve Martin & Amy Haddad
Melissa Marvin & Geoffrey Hartig
Stephanie Mattoon
Sharon McGill
McGill Restoration/Tim McGill
Elizabeth McNichols
Larry and Lannie McNichols
Robert and Angenette Meaney
Ms. Brenda Moskovitz
Paul and Kari Nelson
Ray and Ann Pape
Daniel and Elise Parish
Pearl Foundation/Adrian Ferguson
Paula Pillen
Troy Podraza

Debra Ann Reilly
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Simon
Rick and Connie Spellman
Thermal Services
Duane and Monte Thompson
Valmont Foundation / Mogens Bay

Murder Mystery 
Sponsors
Sleuth 
Freda and Lyle Bauer 
Vernie and Carter Jones 
Amy Haddad and Steve Martin
Inspector General 
Baird Holm, LLP 
United Rent All 
Rainbow Recording Studios - 
	 Nils Erickson 
Deb and Bob Culver
CSI Detective 
Dundee Financial Services - 
	 Ben Fogarty 
Security Equipment Inc (SEI) 
McGill Restoration 

Joslyn Castle 2010 
Classic Car Show
INVESTOR 
Mercedes-Benz of Omaha
BENEFACTOR 
Mrs. John Lauritzen 
Ann Pape 
Valmont
PATRON 
Omaha Steaks
DONOR 
Baird Holm 
Perry V. Haines Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Carter Jones 
Mr. and Mrs. John Kenefick 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack McMannama 
metroMAGAZINE 
VIP SUPPORTER 
Linda Andersen 
Bahr Vermeer Haecker 
Doug Bisson 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Crampton 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Ferguson 
HDR 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Huff 
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Little 
Ms. Melissa Marvin 
Tim McGill 
Mary Anne and Bruce Ramge 
Dr. Kay Schilling
FRIEND 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Gross 
Shamrock Parking, LLC 
Mr. and Mrs. M.R. Thurmond

IN-KIND DONATIONS, 
& GOODS AND SERVICES: 
Don Boldizsar/ P.J. Morgan Real Estate 
Borsheims Estate Jewelry 
Doris Buell, ASID, DB Interiors, Inc 
Kristi Burnett, Allied Member, ASID, 
	 KB Interiors 
Rick Carey  
Creative Hair Design Salon & Spa 
Dundee Dell 
Autumn Foland 
Kristine Gerber, Omaha Books 
Hagerty Insurance Company 
Hy-Vee Catering, 51st & Center 
Joslyn Castle Trust 
Richard F. Klaas, ASID, 
	 Omaha Interiors & Design 
Lafayette 148 New York	  
Lewis Art Gallery 
Lucky Bucket 
McGill Restoration 
Midtown Crossing 
MinuteMan Printing 
Mulhall’s Nursery 
Nebraska Medical Center 
Pins, Patches & Placques, Etc., Inc 
Pish Posh 
David Scott 
she.la 
Tim Smith, Timberline Total Solutions 
Jerry Vincentini & Connie Francis

past Presidents 
Friends of Joslyn 
Castle - Joslyn 
Castle Trust 
Gary Bowen 
Betsy Brownrigg 
Sandi Bruns 
Bob Culver 
Wanda Gottschalk  
George Kleine 
Beth Kramer 
Anne Lieben 
Susan McMannama 
Mary Ellen Mulcahy 
Mary Anne Ramge  
Ron Rubin  
Kate Sommers 
Bryan Zimmer

JCT Advisory Board 
The mission of the JCT Advisory Board is to 
address the strategic planning initiatives and 
provide guidance towards the organization’s 
success; support Joslyn Castle as key to the 
development and growth of Midtown and 
greater Omaha community. 
David Ambrose
Brad Ashford
Doug Bisson
Carol Gendler
George Haecker
Margie Heller
Tim Holland
David Levy, ExOfficio
Mike Meyer
Mary Anne Ramge
B J Reed
Connie Spellman
Bryan Zimmer

JCT Board of 
Directors
David Levy, President
Linda Andersen
Frank Comisar
Ron Crampton
Adrian Ferguson
Jim Fogarty
Matthew Gaber
Rich Greene
Adam Herink
Jennifer Honebrink
Lorraine Jeffus
Mary Jewell
Mary Jochim
Vernie Jones
George Kleine
Melissa Marvin
Stephanie Mattoon
Sharon McGill
Tim McGill
Susan McMannama
Paul Nelson
Danielle Penke
Frank Reida
Debra Reilly-Culver
Cynthia Tooker
Michele Van Deventer 
Nano Little, Executive Director

The Peter Kiewit Foundation is matching all 2011 donations
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Joslyn Castle Trust
Dear Friend,

You are invited to become a member of Joslyn Castle Trust, a non-
profit organization dedicated to the restoration and preservation 
of one of Omaha’s grandest historic properties. Located at 3902 
Davenport Street, the Castle is an anchor of Omaha’s Historic 
Gold Coast District.  Construction of this five and one-half acre 
estate began in 1893, making it one of Omaha’s oldest and largest 
surviving private estates. The Joslyn Castle Trust organization is 
dedicated not only to the preservation of the residence, but to the 
restoration of its historic grounds and gardens. Purchase a mem-
bership for you or your family. Gift cards are available at 
the Castle office. Call 595-2199 for assistance.

Membership Benefits include:
• Free Newsletters

• Invitations to Members’-only events

• Free Admission to guided tours during tour times

Joslyn Castle Needs Your Support!
We want to thank all those who have supported Joslyn Castle with 
a membership in the Joslyn Castle Trust. Your support contributes 
to our mission to restore and preserve this historic property which 
is an integral part of of the Omaha community.

For on-line enrollment, please go to our website, 
www.joslyncastle.com and follow the instructions for selection 

of a membership level and bank card payment.

If you would like to become a member or renew your membership, please 
fill out the membership form or call Polo Davis at 595.1065. 

Don’t be left behind; there are too many exciting things happening at 
the Castle!

Help Preserve Part of Omaha’s 
History by Becoming a Member 

of Joslyn Castle Trust

We encourage you to join at the contributor level.

Yes! I’d like to become a member of the Joslyn Castle Trust.

Contributor Level 	 General Level

n  $1000	P artner	 n  $50	S upporter

n  $500	 Benefactor	 n  $35	F amily

n  $250	P atron	 n  $30	I ndividual

n  $100	 Donor

Name_______________________________________________

Address______________________________________________

City/State/Zip_ _______________________________________

Email_____________________________ Phone_____________

n My gift will be matched by my company

Send this form along with your contribution to 
Joslyn Castle Trust, 3902 Davenport St., Omaha, NE 68131

The Joslyn Castle Trust newsletter, Castle Watch, will soon be moving to an online edition only. 
Please send your email address to info@joslyncastle.com to ensure notification of our publication. 

3902 Davenport Street
Omaha, NE 68131

www.joslyncastle.com
402.595.1065
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